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**What is “copywork,” and how do I use it in my 
child’s education? 
 
Copywork in a great way to teach your children.  By copying passages from 
Great Works, children learn many areas of language arts.  Children have the 
opportunity to be exposed to great writers, while learning Spelling, 
Punctuation, Grammar, Vocabulary, and Creative Writing from the 
“Masters.”  Most Classical Education programs recommend copywork as an 
intricate part of educating your children. 
 
By copying passages 2-3 days per week (or more), your children will come 
to learn and quite probably memorize some of the greatest literature from 
our history.  While penmanship is important, the knowledge that they are 
gaining through the copywork is what is most important.   
 
Encourage your children to take pride in their penmanship. Also, instruct 
them in the importance of the “art” of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  
With some practice, they will begin to “imitate” these in their own writing. 
 
**How do I use THIS notebook? 
 
Inside this book, you will find 32 passages of copywork from the great 
works of Mother Goose.  Have your child/children read the verses (if they 
cannot read – or even if they can – you may read them to your children), and 
then copy them, using his or her best penmanship.  At twice per week, this 
notebook will last for 16 weeks.  At three times per week, it will last a little 
more than 10 weeks. 
 
There are also coloring pages to go along with many of the poems.  Poems 
that do not include a coloring page are followed by a designated space for 
your child/children to draw his or her own picture of the poem’s characters.  
Please take the time to color these, as development of fine motor skills at 
this age is very important…….and this is a fun way to include that in your 
curriculum.  Write the name of the poem in the block under each picture. 
 
It is NEVER too early to begin teaching the appreciation of the Great 
Literary Artists of history. 
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                       “Baa, Baa, Black Sheep” 
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Title of Poem:   
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“As Round as an Apple” 
 

As round as an apple, 
As deep as a cup, 
All the King’s horses 
Can’t pull it up. 
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“Blow, Wind, Blow!” 
 

Blow, wind, blow! And go, mill, go! 
That the miller may grind his corn; 
That the baker may take it, 
And into rolls make it, 
And send us some hot in the morn. 
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“Bow, Wow, Wow, Whose Dog Art 
Thou?” 
 
Bow, wow, wow, 
Whose dog art thou? 
Little Tom Tinker's dog, 
Bow, wow, wow. 
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“Bye, Baby Bunting…” 
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“A Cat Came Fiddling Out of a Barn…” 
 
 

A cat came fiddling out of a barn, 
With a pair of bagpipes under her arm; 

She could sing nothing but fiddle cum fee, 
The mouse has married the bumblebee. 
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“Cobbler, Cobbler, Mend My Shoe” 
 
Cobbler, cobbler, mend my shoe, 
Give it a stitch and that will do. 
Here's a nail, and there's a prod, 
And now my shoe is well shod. 
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“Cushy Cow Bonny, Let Down Thy Milk…” 
 
Cushy cow bonny, let down thy milk, 
And I will give thee a gown of silk; 
A gown of silk and a silver tee, 
If thou wilt let down thy milk to me. 
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“Diddle, Diddle, Dumpling, My Son John” 
 
 
Diddle, diddle, dumpling, my son John 
Went to bed with his stockings on; 
One shoe off, and one shoe on, 
Diddle, diddle, dumpling, my son John. 
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“Girls and Boys, Come Out To Play” 
 
 
Girls and boys, come out to play, 
The moon is shining as bright as day. 
 
Leave your supper, and leave your sleep, 
And come with your playfellows into the street 
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“Hey! Diddle, Diddle” 
 

��#�$�$$����$�$$����
�
��������$��
����$$����
�
������%�!��$�������
��!���&�
�
���������$�������
�$�
���	���	��
�	������
'�$��
��$�	
�������������
��
��	�����  



 © Copyright 2006 Knowledge Box Central 

© Copyright 2006 Knowledge Box Central 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24 

 

Title of Poem:   



 © Copyright 2006 Knowledge Box Central 

© Copyright 2006 Knowledge Box Central 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 

“Hickory, Dickory, Dock” 
 
Hickory, dickory, dock, 
The mouse ran up the clock; 
The clock struck one, 
The mouse ran down; 
Hickory, dickory, dock. 
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“Higgledy, Piggledy, My Black Hen” 
 
Higgledy, piggledy, my black hen, 
She lays eggs for gentlemen; 
Sometimes nine, sometimes ten; 
Higgledy, piggledy, my black hen. 
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“Humpty Dumpty Sat on a Wall” 
 
Humpty-Dumpty sat on a wall, 
Humpty-Dumpty had a great fall; 
Threescore men and threescore more 
Cannot place Humpty-Dumpty as he was before. 
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“Rock-A-Bye, Baby, In the Tree Top” 
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“I Saw a Ship A-Sailing” 
 
I saw a ship a-sailing, 
A-sailing on the sea; 
And oh, it was all laden 
With pretty things for thee! 
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“Jack and Jill Went Up The Hill” 
 
Jack and Jill went up the hill, 
To fetch a pail of water; 
Jack fell down, and broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after. 
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“Jack Be Nimble, And Jack Be Quick” 
 
Jack be nimble, 
And Jack be quick; 
And Jack jump over 
The candlestick. 
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“Little Betty Blue” 
 
Little Betty Blue 
Lost her holiday shoe; 
What can little Betty do? 
Give her another 
To match the other 
And then she may walk in two. 
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“Little Bo-Peep” 
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“Little Boy Blue” 
 
Little Boy Blue, come blow your horn. 
The sheep's in the meadow, the cow's in the corn. 
Where is the boy that looks after the sheep? 
"He's under the haycock, fast asleep." 
Will you wake him? "No, not I; 
For if I do, he'll be sure to cry." 
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“Little Jack Horner” 
 
Little Jack Horner 
Sat in a corner, 
Eating his Christmas pie. 
He put in his thumb, 
And he pulled out a plum, 
And said, "What a good boy am I!" 
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“Little Miss Muffet” 
 
Little Miss Muffet 
Sat on a tuffet, 
Eating of curds and whey; 
There came a spider, 
And sat down beside her, 
And frightened Miss Muffet away. 
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“Polly, Put the Kettle On” 
 
Polly, put the kettle on, 
Polly, put the kettle on, 
Polly, put the kettle on, 
And let's drink tea. 
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“Mistress Mary, Quite Contrary” 
 
Mistress Mary, quite contrary, 
How does your garden grow? 
With cockle-shells, and silver bells, 
And pretty maids all in a row. 
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“Old King Cole” 
 
Old King Cole 
Was a merry old soul, 
And a merry old soul was he; 
He called for his pipe, 
And he called for his bowl, 
And he called for his fiddlers three. 
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“Old Mother Hubbard” 
 
Old Mother Hubbard 
Went to the cupboard 
To get her poor dog a bone; 
But when she came there 
The cupboard was bare, 
And so the poor dog had none. 
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“Pat-A-Cake, Pat-A-Cake” 
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“Pease-Porridge Hot” 
��

Pease-porridge hot, 
Pease-porridge cold, 
Pease-porridge in the pot, 
Nine days old; 
Some like it hot, 
Some like it cold, 
Some like it in the pot, 
Nine days old. 
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“There Was a Crooked Man…” 
 
There was a crooked man, and he went a crooked mile, 
And found a crooked sixpence against a crooked stile, 
He bought a crooked cat, which caught a crooked mouse, 
And they all lived together in a little crooked house. 
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“Three Blind Mice” 
 
Three blind mice! See, how they run! 
They all ran after the farmer's wife, 
Who cut off their tails with the carving knife! 
Did you ever see such a thing in your life? 
Three blind mice! 
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“Wee Willie Winkie” 
 
Wee Willie Winkie runs through the town, 
Upstairs and downstairs in his nightgown, 
Rapping at the window, crying through the lock, 
"Are the children in their beds, for now it's eight o'clock?" 
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