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There are many more “Respected American Women,” but I have chosen some 
who have displayed honorable qualities.  These women have all endured difficult 

times, and they have come through these times, against all odds.  Some have 
endured persecution, prejudice, hunger, loss, and more.  These women are role 

models for our daughters, and they display character traits that are worth 
imitating:  grace, patience, respect, peace, honor, gentleness, love, and a 

devotion to God. 
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This is the “Layout” for your lapbook.  The shapes are not exact on the layout, but you will get the idea of 
where each booklet should go inside your lapbook. 
 

���Respected American Women Study Lapbook Layout 
 
Inside 1st Folder: 

����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Figure 2 

  
Amelia Earhart 

Amazing 
Fact 

Another 
Amazing 
Woman 

Amazing 
Fact 
 

Wilma Rudolph Annie Oakley 

Vocab 

Helen 
Keller 

Nellie Bly 



 

Inside 2nd Folder: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back of 2nd Folder:                                                                                                              ����
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Diagram 

Roosevelt 

  

Amazing 
Fact 

Harriet Tubman 

Rosa Parks 

Corrie Ten 
Boom 
 

Amazing Fact. 

Ann Judson 

Pocahontas 

Sally Ride 
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Respected American Women Study  

Lapbook Cut-Outs & Folds Instructions  
 
 
Inside of 1st Folder: 
 

1. Vocabulary Booklet:  Fold along middle bold blue line (Fig. 1).  Then fold along double black 
lines, so that the part with the red lines is on the inside.  Do the same on both sides.  Then cut 
along red lines, which makes them little “flaps”.  Your final thin booklet will look like Fig. 2.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Amazing Fact Booklet:  Cut out along outer black line edge, and fold along blue line, so that the 

title is on the front. 
3. Amelia Earhart Booklet:  Print out this booklet on front and back ( or print each one separately 

and then glue them together).  Then, fold in the center, so that the airplane is on the outside and 
the title page is on the front. 

4. Annie Oakley Booklet:  Cut out around the black line edges.  Then, gold in the center, along the 
blue line, so that the title is on the front.  Cut out the information box, and glue it inside the 
booklet. 

5. Another Amazing Woman Booklet:  Cut out along the outer black lines.  Fold along the blue 
line, and make sure the title is on the front. 

6. Helen Keller Booklet:  Cut out along outer black line edges of all pieces.  Take the 2 long pieces, 
and fold them along the blue lines.  Put one inside the other, so that the title page is on top of the 
outside.  Then, staple along the fold.  Glue the information boxes inside, one on each page. 

7. Eleanor Roosevelt Booklet:  Cut out along outer black line edges of the circle booklets, making 
sure to keep the circles connected where they are touching each other.  Then, also cut out the 
information boxes.  Fold the circles along the center lines (where they are connected), and place 
one inside the other, with the title page on the front of the outside.  Then, staple along the fold.  
Glue the information boxes inside, one on each page.  You will have extra pages. 

���������������������	��
������������������������	��
������������������������	��
������������������������	��
��� ����
��������������
�����������������
�����������������
�����������������
���  

 
www.knowledgeboxccentral.com 
All materials copyrighted 2006 

Fig.1 Fig.2 

V 
o 
c 
a 
b 
u 
l 
a 

V 
o 
c 
a 
b 
u 
l 
a 



8. Amazing Fact Booklet:  Cut out along outer black line edge, and fold along blue lines, so that the 
title page is on the front. 

9. Wilma Rudolph Booklet:  Cut out along the outer black line edges. Then, fold along the blue 
line. The title should be on the front.  Cut out the information box, and glue it inside the booklet. 

 
 
Inside of 2nd Folder: 
 
 

1.  Pocahontas Booklet:  Cut out around the outer black line edges, and then fold in the middle, 
along the blue line, so that the title page is on the front.  Cut out the information boxes, and glue 
them inside the booklet. 

2. Amazing Fact Booklet:  Cut out around the outer black line edges, and then fold in the middle, 
along the blue line, so that the title page is on the front.   

3. Ann Judson Booklet:  Cut out along the outer black line edges. Next, cut along the RED lines. 
Then, fold along the CENTER blue line. Then, starting with the title page, fold the booklet 
accordion-style, all the way to the end.  See Fig. 3 and 4.  Glue the blank back to your folder. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Harriet Tubman Booklet:  You can print out this booklet on front and back, or print out single 
pages, and glue or staple them together.  Cut out around the outer black line edges, and then fold 
in the middle, along the blue line, so that the title page is on the front.   

5. Rosa Parks Booklet:  You can print out this booklet on front and back, or print out single pages, 
and glue or staple them together.  Cut out around the outer black line edges, and then fold in the 
middle, along the blue line, so that the title page is on the front.   

6. Corrie Ten Boom Booklet:  Cut out along the outer black line edges.  Then fold each rounded 
edge toward the middle along the vertical lines.  Punch 2 holes through the small circles that are 
now on the front.  Secure loosely with a ribbon, tied in a bow. 

7. Nellie Bly Booklet:  Cut this booklet out and fold it exactly like the Maya Angelou booklet 
above. 

8. Amazing Fact Booklet:  Cut out along the outer black line edges. Fold along the middle blue 
line, so that the title is on the front. 

9. Sally Ride Booklet:  You may copy this booklet on front and back OR make single copies and 
glue them together.  Cut out along the outer black line edges.  Tri-fold this booklet along the blue 
lines, so that the title page is on the front.  

 
Back of 2nd Folder 
 

1. Respected American Women Diagram:  Cut out along the outer black line edges.  Glue to a 
slightly larger piece of paper of a different color. 

 

 

 Fig. 3 Fig. 4 
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Cover: 
 
The cover of your lapbook has purposely been left blank so that your child may decorate it in any style he or 
she chooses.  Here are a few suggestions: 
 

1. Go to ��www.enchantedlearning.com��, and print out pictures of people, places, events you studied. 
2. Draw a picture of some of the people o places you learned about during your study. 
3. Use your search engine to find coloring pages or clip art that tell about your study. 
4. Use stickers to decorate. 
5. Go to �www.makingfriends.com�, and print out a paper doll.   
6. Go to �http://www.dltk-kids.com/world/index.htm� and print out coloring sheets or crafts to use on the 

cover or various places within your lapbook. 
7. Write to or call the Chamber of Commerce of Department of Tourism, and request brochures and 

pictures or postcards. 
 

There are many web sites listed within this Instruction Packet.  You 
may use those or use your own search engine to find information to 
fill your lapbook booklets.  Two web sites which are very helpful are 
�www.enchantedlearning.com� and �www.infoplease.com�.  The Internet 
Public Library Kids Space section also has a lot of useful 
information: �http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/browse/owd0000�/  
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���Vocabulary Booklet: 
Define these words, which all deal with important attributes or events in the lives of the women you are 
studying. 
 
Amazing Fact Booklets: 
As you are completing this study, you will come across interesting facts about these or other amazing 
women from our country.  These booklets are where you will document these facts. 
 
Amelia Earhart Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer several questions about this amazing woman’s life and 
accomplishments.  There is also a space for you to draw a picture of her.  Also, color the picture of the plane 
on the front of the booklet.  See the “Information Packet” for websites with great information about her. 
 
Annie Oakley Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this unusual woman’s life.  Also, you may color the hat 
on the front of the booklet.  See the “Information Packet” for websites with great information about her. 
 
Another Amazing Woman Booklet: 
There are many amazing women from our country’s history……or maybe you know one today.  Inside this 
booklet, write about (maybe draw a picture of) this woman! 
 
Helen Keller Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this woman’s life and accomplishments.  Think about 
how you would feel in her shoes as a child.  See the “Information Packet” for websites with great 
information about her. 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this woman’s life and accomplishments.  See the 
“Information Packet” for websites with great information about her. 
 
Wilma Rudolph Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this Olympic medalist’s life and accomplishments.  See 
the “Information Packet” for websites with great information about her. 
 
Pocahontas Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this peaceful woman’s life.  See the “Information 
Packet” for websites with great information about her. 
 
Ann Judson Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this woman’s life as she served God.  See the 
“Information Packet” for websites with great information about her. 
 
Harriet Tubman Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this brave woman’s life and accomplishments.  See the 
“Information Packet” for websites with great information about her.  Also, color the train on the outside of 
the booklet. 
 
 
 



Rosa Parks Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this brave woman’s fight for civil rights.  Think about 
what you would have done on the bus that day.  See the “Information Packet” for websites with great 
information about her. 
 
Nellie Bly Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this brave woman’s life and accomplishments.  See the 
“Information Packet” for websites with great information about her.  Also, color the world globe on the 
front of the booklet. 
 
Corrie Ten Boom Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this woman’s life and accomplishments.  See the 
“Information Packet” for websites with great information about her.   
 
Sally Ride Booklet: 
Inside this booklet, you will answer questions about this woman’s life and accomplishments.    See the 
“Information Packet” for websites with great information about her.. 
 
Respected American Women Diagram: 
In each “bubble,” you will find a word which describes one of the women you have studied.  Write the 
name of each woman in the “bubble.”  Not every woman’s name will be used. 
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Date of Birth:  _________   Date of Death:  _________ 
 
Place of Birth:  _______________________________ 
 
When did she receive her pilot’s license?  
___________________ 
 
Describe her accomplishments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw a picture of Amelia Earhart and her plane. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

What were her 
dates of birth 
and death? 
 
How old was 
she when she 
died? 

What else did 
you learn 
about Ann 
Judson? 

What did Ann 
mostly do 
while her 

husband was 
in jail for two 

years? 

She and her 
husband were 

the first 
missionaries to  

where….? 
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SOME of the 
Respected 
Women of 
American 
History 

Missionary 

Pilot 

Freed Slaves 

Civil 
Rights 
Leader 

Overcame 
Deafness 

Olympic 
Medalist 

Astronaut 

Poet 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date of Birth:  _______ 
 
Date of Death: _______ 
 
Place of Birth: 
 
 
Married to:   
 
 
Mother to:   
 
 

Her accomplishments: 

Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

 



        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Date of Birth:  ____________________   Date of Death:  _________________ 
 
Place of Birth:  __________________ Name at Birth:  _______________________ 
 
What happened to Harriet when she was 15 years old?  ______________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did Harriet escape from the Brodas Plantation in 1849?  __________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By what nickname was Harriet known, and why?  _________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How many trips did Harriet make on The Underground Railroad?  ____________ 
 
 
How many slaves did Harriet help escape to freedom?  _____________________ 
 
 
What did Harriet do during the Civil War?  ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
In 1869, Sarah Bradford wrote a book about Harriet Tubman.  What was the title of 
this book?  ________________________________________________________ 
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Date of Birth:  
_________________ 
 
Date of Death:  
________________ 
 
 
How old was she when her 
parents learned that she was 
deaf? _______ 
 
 
What caused Helen to become 
deaf?  
 

 
Who was Helen’s teacher?   
 
 
 
How did she teach Helen to 
communicate:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What was the name of the 
book that Helen wrote?   
 
 
 
What did Helen do with the 
money she earned from the 
book she wrote? 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Name at birth:  ____________________________ 
 
 
 
Date of birth/death:  ________________________ 
 
 
 
Place of birth:  ___________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           Glue this to folder 

   

Explain what happened in Women’s Lunatic Asylum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Explain her trip around the world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pocahontas 

 
Date of Birth:  ________________ 
 
Date of Death:  ________________ 
 
Name at Birth:  __________________ 
 
What did “Pocahontas” mean?  _______ 
 
 
Who was her father?  _______________ 
 
Whose life is she known for saving?   
 
 
Whom did she marry?  ______________ 
 

What else do you know about her? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rosa Parks 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Date of Birth:  _____________ 
 
Date of Death:  ____________ 
 
What disease/disability did she  
 
have as a child?  ____________ 
 
 
What were her 
accomplishments? 
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Back – Glue to folders Using the words in the 
 “Word Bank,” 

complete the sentences 
about 

 Sally Ride.  

Sally Ride 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word Bank: 
 
training  woman   1951 
space shuttle  NASA   1983 
professor  cause    radio 
astronaut  navigation   first 
University  exploded   crews 

Sally Kristen Ride (born May 26, _______)  
 
was the first American _______________ in 
 
space.  Dr. Ride’s first trip into space was 
 
aboard NASA’s ______________________ 
 
Challenger (STS-7) in 1983 (June 19-24). 
 
Ride was born in Encino, California.  When 
 
she was in her twenties and was working  
 
towards a Ph.D. in astrophysics at Stanford 
 
___________________, Ride applied to be 
 

 
an ___________________ at __________. 
 
She was accepted in 1977, and began 
 
NASA’s extensive ___________________, 
 
which included parachuting, gravity and  
 
weightlessness training, water survival 
 
training, radio communications, and 
 
_________________________. 
 
Before traveling in space, Dr. Ride worked 
 
as the capsule communicatory (CAPCOM) 
 
officer for the second and third flights of the 
 
space shuttle Columbia (in November, 1981 
 
and March, 1982).  Her Earthbound job was 
 
to relay _________________ messages from 
 
the shuttle ____________________ to 
 

 
mission control.  On June 18, _______, Ride 
 
became the ____________ American woman 
 
to travel in space.  She flew aboard the shut- 
 
tle Challenger (STS-7).  Her second (and 
 
last) space flight was the eight-day  
 
Challenger (STS 41-G) mission (in October,  
 
1984).  Ride was training for a third mission  
 
when the space shuttle Challenger ________  
 
in 1986. Ride’s mission was cancelled, and  
 
Ride was appointed to the Presidential  
 
Commission that investigated the _________  
 
of the accident.  Ride retired from the space 
 
program in 1987.  She is now a __________ 
 
of physics at the University of California. 
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The Ten Boom family were devoted Christians who dedicated their lives in service to their fellow man. 
Their home was always an "open house" for anyone in need. Through the decades the Ten Booms were very 
active in social work in Haarlem, and their faith inspired them to serve the religious community and society 
at large.  

   During the Second World War, the Ten Boom home became a refuge, a hiding place, for fugitives and 
those hunted by the Nazis. By protecting these people, Casper and his daughters, Corrie and Betsie, risked 
their lives. This non-violent resistance against the Nazi-oppressors was the Ten Booms' way of living out 
their Christian faith. This faith led them to hide Jews, students who refused to cooperate with the Nazis, and 
members of the Dutch underground resistance movement. 

   During 1943 and into 1944, there were usually 6-7 people illegally living in this home: 4 Jews and 2 or 3 
members of the Dutch underground.  Additional refugees would stay with the Ten Booms for a few hours or 
a few days until another "safe house" could be located for them.   Corrie became a ringleader within the 
network of the Haarlem underground. Corrie and "the Beje group" would search for courageous Dutch 
families who would take in refugees, and much of Corrie's  time was spent caring for these people once they 
were in hiding. Through these activities, the Ten Boom family and their many friends saved the lives of an 
estimated 800 Jews, and protected many Dutch underground workers.  

   On February 28, 1944, this family was betrayed and the Gestapo (the Nazi secret police) raided their 
home. The Gestapo set a trap and waited throughout the day, seizing everyone who came to the house. By 
evening about 30 people had been taken into custody! Casper, Corrie and Betsie were all arrested. Corrie’s 
brother Willem, sister Nollie, and nephew Peter were at the house that day, and were also taken to prison. 

   Although the Gestapo systematically searched the house, they could not find what they sought most. They 
suspected Jews were in the house, but the Jews were safely hidden behind a false wall in Corrie’s bedroom. 
In this "hiding place" were two Jewish men, two Jewish women and two members of the Dutch 
underground. Although the house remained under guard, the Resistance was able to liberate the refugees 47 
hours later.  The six people had managed to stay quiet in their cramped, dark hiding place for all that time, 
even though they had no water and very little food. The four Jews were taken to new "safe houses," and 
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three survived the war. One of the underground workers was killed during the war years, but the other 
survived. 

   Because underground materials and extra ration cards were found in their home, the Ten Boom family 
was imprisoned.  Casper (84 years old) died after only 10 days in Scheveningen Prison.  When Casper was 
asked if he knew he could die for helping Jews, he replied, "It would be an honor to give my life for God's 
ancient people."  Corrie and Betsie spent 10 months in three different prisons, the last was the infamous 
Ravensbruck Concentration Camp located near Berlin, Germany.   Life in the camp was almost unbearable, 
but Corrie and Betsie spent their time sharing Jesus' love with their fellow prisoners.  Many women became 
Christians in that terrible place because of Corrie and Betsie's witness to them.  Betsie (59) died in 
Ravensbruck, but Corrie survived.  Corrie’s nephew, Christiaan (24), had been sent to Bergen Belsen for his 
work in the underground, and never returned.  Corrie’s brother, Willem (60), was also a ring leader in the 
Dutch underground.  While in prison for this "crime," he contracted spinal tuberculosis and died shortly 
after the war. 

   Four Ten Booms gave their lives for this family’s commitment, but Corrie came home from the death 
camp.  She realized her life was a gift from God, and she needed to share what she and Betsy had learned in 
Ravensbruck:  "There is no pit so deep that God’s love is not deeper still" and "God will give us the love to 
be able to forgive our enemies."  At age 53, Corrie began a world-wide ministry which took her into more 
than 60 countries in the next 33 years! She testified to God’s love and encouraged all she met with the 
message that "Jesus is Victor." 

   Corrie received many tributes.  Corrie was knighted by the Queen of Holland. In 1968, the Holocaust 
Museum in Jerusalem (Yad Vashem) asked Corrie to plant a tree in the Garden of Righteousness, in honor 
of the many Jewish lives her family saved.  Corrie’s tree stands there today. In the early 1970’s Corrie’s 
book THE HIDING PLACE became a best seller and World Wide Pictures released the major motion 
picture "The Hiding Place." Corrie went on to write many other inspiring books and make several 
evangelical videos. 

   Corrie was a woman who was faithful to God.  She died on her 91st birthday, April 15, 1983. It is 
interesting that Corrie's passing occurred on her birthday.   In the Jewish tradition, it is only very blessed 
people who are allowed the special privilege of dying on their birthday! 

   Corrie's story is recounted in her books THE HIDING PLACE and TRAMP FOR THE LORD.  

This information was provided by ��www.corrietenboom.com� 
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Nellie Bly: 

Elizabeth Jane Cochran (�May 5�, �1864� – �January 27�, �1922�), born in �Cochran's Mills�, �Armstrong County, 
Pennsylvania�, forty miles northeast of �Pittsburgh�. Apparently she changed her last name to Cochrane (with 
an added 'e') later. 

She was nicknamed "Pink", after her mother dressed her in many pink dresses. Cochran was best known 
under her pen name Nellie Bly. An early �investigative journalist�, she pioneered �undercover reporting�. 



A column in the �Pittsburgh Dispatch� prompted her to write a venomous rebuttal to the editor. The quality of 
the letter caused the editor to ask Cochran, who was desperately looking for a job, to join the paper as a 
reporter. The editor also gave Pink her pen name, Nellie Bly, after the title character in a popular song by 
�Stephen Foster�. 

Bly wrote several investigative articles, before she was banished to the women's pages. She then left the 
Dispatch and went to �New York City�, where she applied for a job at �Joseph Pulitzer�'s sensationalist 
�newspaper�, the �New York World�. Pulitzer hired her, and her first assignment was to write a story about the 
�Women's Lunatic Asylum� on �Blackwell's Island�. She let herself be committed and exposed to the horrible 
conditions under which patients were treated at the asylum. This form of journalism, going undercover to 
get a story, would become her trademark. 

In �1888�, it was suggested that the World should send a reporter on a trip around the world, mimicking �Jules 
Verne�'s book �Around the World in Eighty Days�. It was decided that Nellie Bly should be that reporter, and 
on �November 14�, �1889� she left New York on her 24,899-mile journey. 

"Seventy-two days, six hours, eleven minutes and fourteen seconds after her �Hoboken� departure" (�January 
25�, �1890�) Nellie arrived in New York. At the time this was a world record for circling the earth, though it 
was bested a few months later by �George Francis Train�, who completed the journey in 62 days. 

On her travels around the world, she visited not only England, Japan, China, Hong Kong, and others but 
also the home of Jules Verne, �Brindisi�, �Colombo�, and �San Francisco�. She was also the first woman to travel 
around the world unaccompanied at all times by a man, and became a role model for women everywhere. 

Nellie Bly married millionaire �Robert Seaman� in �1894�, and retired from journalism for a time. She took 
over management of his companies after he died in �1904�. She returned to filing news stories later in life, 
covering a �women's suffrage� convention in �1913� and reporting on �World War I� from Europe's eastern front. 

At the age of 57, Elizabeth "Pink" Cochrane died of �pneumonia�. 

The �Nelly Bly Amusement Park� in �Brooklyn�, �New York City�, is named after her, taking as its theme 
Around the World in Eighty Days. 

 
 

���Amelia Earhart 

Amelia Mary Earhart (�July 24�, �1897� – missing as of �July 2�, �1937�), daughter of Edwin and Amy Earhart, 
was an �American� �aviator� and noted early female pilot who mysteriously disappeared over the �Pacific Ocean� 
during a circumnavigational flight in 1937. 

��Early life 
Earhart was born in her grandfathers home in �Atchison�, �Kansas�. Amelia's grandfather was Alfred Otis, a 
former federal judge and a leading citizen in Atchison who reportedly was not satisfied with her father 
Edwin's own success as a lawyer, which is said to have contributed to the break up of her family. Some 
biographers have speculated that this history of disapproval and doubt followed Amelia throughout her 
childhood as a �tomboy� and into her adult flying career. 
 
As a girl she is said to have spent long hours playing with her little sister Muriel ('Pidge') along with 
climbing �trees�, “belly-slamming” her �sled� downhill and hunting �rats� with a rifle. 
 



At the age of ten (1907), in �Des Moines�, �Iowa�, Amelia saw an �airplane� at the Iowa �State Fair�. She later 
described it as “…a thing of rusty wire and wood and not at all interesting.” 
 
Amelia was twelve when her father Edwin, by then a �railroad� �executive�, was promoted and the family's 
finances improved. However it soon became apparent Edwin was an alcoholic. 
 
Five years later, in 1914, he was fired from The �Rock Island Railroad�. Amy Earhart took Amelia and Muriel 
to Chicago where they lived with friends. She sent the girls to private schools using money from a trust fund 
set up by her grandfather Alfred. Amelia graduated from Hyde Park High School in 1915, then went to 
�Canada� where she visited her sister at school. 
 
She received training as a �nurse's aide� and, in November 1918, began work at Spadina Military Hospital in 
�Toronto�, �Ontario�. 
 
By 1919 Earhart had enrolled at �Columbia University� to study pre-med but quit a year later to be with her 
parents who had got together again in California. Later in �Long Beach� she and her father went to a stunt-
flying exhibition and the next day she went on a ten minute flight. 
 
Earhart had her first flying lesson at Kinner Field near Long Beach. Her teacher was Anita Snook, a pioneer 
female aviator. Six months later Earhart purchased a yellow Kinner Airster �biplane� which she named 
"Canary." On �October 22�, �1922�, she flew it to an altitude of 14,000 feet, setting a women's world record. 
 
On �May 15�, �1923� Earhart was the 22 woman to be issued a pilot's license by the �Fédération Aéronautique 
Internationale� (FAI). 
��Aviation career and marriage 
High-altitude fliers made little money. Earhart sold Canary and bought a yellow Kissel �roadster� which she 
named "the Yellow Peril". 
 
Her parents divorced in 1924 and she drove her mother across the United States in the Yellow Peril to 
�Boston�, �Massachusetts� where in 1925 she took employment as a social worker.  Earhart also became a 
member of the National Aeronautic Association's Boston chapter, through which she invested a small sum 
of money into airport construction and the sale of Kinner airplanes in the Boston area. She also wrote local 
newspaper columns on flying and as her local celebrity grew she helped market Kinner airplanes, promote 
flying and encourage women pilots.  According to the Boston Globe she was "one of the best women pilots 
in the United States", although this characterization has been somewhat disputed by aviation experts and 
experienced pilots in the decades since. 
After �Charles Lindbergh�'s solo flight across the Atlantic in 1927, Amy Guest, a wealthy American living in 
�London�, �England� expressed interest in being the first woman to fly (or be flown) across the Atlantic Ocean.  
After deciding the trip was too dangerous to make herself, she offered to sponsor the project anyway, 
suggesting they find "another girl with the right image." While at work one afternoon in April 1928 Earhart 
got a phone call from a man who asked her, "Would you like to fly the Atlantic?"  She interviewed with the 
project coordinators who included book publisher and publicist �George P. Putnam� and was asked to join 
pilot Wilmer Stultz and co-pilot/mechanic Louis Gordon on the flight, nominally as a passenger. The team 
left �Trepassey Harbor�, �Newfoundland� in a �Fokker F7� on �June 17�, �1928�, and arrived at �Burry Port�, �Wales�, 
�United Kingdom� approximately 21 hours later.  She piloted the plane for part of the journey and wrote in 
the flight log, "If anyone finds that wreck, know that the non-success was caused by my getting lost in a 
storm for an hour." When the crew returned to the States they were greeted with a ticker-tape parade in New 
York and a reception by President �Calvin Coolidge� at the �White House�. 
 
Because of her physical resemblance to Lindbergh, whom the press had dubbed "Lucky Lindy", the 
American public began referring to Amelia as "Lady Lindy". 



Earhart later placed third at the Cleveland Women's Air Derby (nicknamed the "�Powder Puff Derby�" by 
�Will Rogers�). For a while she was engaged to Samuel Chapman, an attorney from Boston. 
 
Meanwhile Putnam took the chance of heavily promoting Earhart, which included publishing a book she 
authored, lecture tours and using pictures of her in mass market endorsements for products including 
luggage, �cigarettes� (she didn't smoke), pajamas and women's sportswear. The extensive time they spent 
together led to intimacy and after substantial hesitation on her part they were married on �February 7�, �1931�.  
Earhart referred to the marriage as a "partnership" with "dual control", and appears to have asked for an 
�open marriage�. In a letter written to Putnam shortly before their wedding she said, "I want you to understand 
I shall not hold you to any midaevil [sic] code of faithfulness to me nor shall I consider myself bound to you 
similarly".  
 
 
 
 
Later in 1931 she set a world altitude record of 18,415 feet (5613 m) in a Pitcairn PCA-2 �autogyro�. 
 
On the morning of �May 20�, �1932�, aged 34, Earhart took off from �Saint John, New Brunswick� with the latest 
(dated) copy of a local newspaper. She stopped off in �Harbour Grace�, �Newfoundland� in her single engine 
�Lockheed Vega�, intending to fly to �Paris� and duplicate �Charles Lindbergh�'s solo flight.  However strong 
north winds, icy conditions and mechanical problems forced her to land in a pasture near �Londonderry�, 
�Northern Ireland�, �United Kingdom�.  As the first woman to fly solo non-stop across the Atlantic she received 
the �Distinguished Flying Cross� from Congress, the Cross of Knight of the �Legion of Honor� from the French 
Government, and the Gold Medal of the �National Geographic Society� from President �Herbert Hoover�. 
 
On �January 11�, �1935�, Earhart became the first person to fly solo from �Honolulu, Hawaii� to �Oakland, 
California�. Later that year she soloed from �Los Angeles� to �Mexico City� and back to �Newark, New Jersey�. 
 
She held several transcontinental speed records. Earhart joined the faculty of �Purdue University� in 1935 as 
counselor on careers for women, exploring new fields for young women to enter after graduation. 
	�World Flight, 1937 
In July 1936 she took delivery of a �Lockheed L-10E Electra� financed by �Purdue University� and started 
planning a round-the-world flight. This would not be the first to circle the globe, but would be the longest at 
29,000 miles (47,000 km) since it would follow a grueling equatorial route.  Although the Electra was 
publicized as a "flying laboratory" little useful science was planned and the flight seems to have been 
arranged around Earhart's goal to circumnavigate the earth along with providing raw material and public 
attention for her next book.  Through contacts in the �Los Angeles� aviation community �Fred Noonan� was 
eventually chosen as navigator. He had vast experience in both marine (he was a licensed ship's captain) and 
flight navigation. Noonan had recently left �Pan Am�, where he established most of the company's seaplane 
routes across the Pacific. He hoped the resulting publicity would help him establish his own navigation 
school in Florida.  On �St Patrick's Day�, �1937�, they flew the first leg, �Oakland, California� to �Honolulu, 
Hawaii�. The flight resumed three days later but a tire blew on takeoff and Earhart �ground-looped� the plane. 
 
Earhart and Noonan by the Lockheed L-10 Electra during their World Flight, 1937. 
Severely damaged, the aircraft had to be shipped to �California� for repairs and the flight was called off. The 
second attempt would begin at �Miami�, this time flying east. They departed on �1 June� and after numerous 
stops in �South America�, �Africa�, the �Indian subcontinent� and �Southeast Asia� they arrived at �Lae�, �New 
Guinea� on �June 29�. 
About 22,000 miles (35,000 km) of the journey had been completed and the remaining 7,000 miles (11,000 
km) would all be over the Pacific.  On �July 2�, �1937�, at midnight �GMT� Earhart and Noonan took off from 
�Lae�. Their intended destination was �Howland Island�, a flat sliver of land 2000 meters long and 500 meters 
wide, 10 feet (3 m) high and 2556 miles (4113 km) away.  Their last positive position report and sighting 



were over the �Nukumanu Islands�, about 800 miles (1,300 km) into the flight. The U.S. Coast Guard cutter 
�Itasca� was on station at Howland, assigned to communicate with Earhart's Lockheed Electra 10E and guide 
her to the island once she arrived in the vicinity. 
Through a series of misunderstandings or errors (the details of which are still controversial), the final 
approach to Howland using radio navigation was never accomplished, although vocal transmissions by 
Earhart indicated she and Noonan believed they had reached Howland's charted position, which was 
incorrect by about five nautical miles (9 km), over scattered clouds which are said to have cast hundreds of 
island-like shadows on the ocean. 
After several hours of frustrating attempts at two-way communications, contact was lost, although 
subsequent transmissions from the downed Electra may have been received by operators across the Pacific.  
The United States government spent $4 million looking for Earhart. The air and sea search by the Navy and 
Coast Guard was the most costly and intensive in history at that time, but �search and rescue� techniques 
during that era were rudimentary and planning was influenced by individuals wary about how their roles in 
looking for an American hero might be reported by the press. 
Many researchers believe the plane ran out of fuel and Earhart and Noonan ditched at sea. However, one 
group (TIGHAR — The International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery) suggests they may have flown 
for two and a half hours along a standard line of position, which Earhart specified in her last transmission 
received at Howland, to Gardner Island (now �Nikumaroro�, �Kiribati �) in the Phoenix group, landed there, and 
ultimately perished. TIGHAR's research has produced a range of documented, archaeological and anecdotal 
evidence (but no proof) supporting this theory. The third theory suggests Earhart overflew the Marshall 
Islands to photograph Japanese military installations for pre-war intelligence planning and then was to 
proceed on to Howland Island. Her aircraft however was either intercepted by Japanese fighters or suffered 
a mechanical failure and she and Noonan were taken prisoner by the Japanese and later killed in Saipan. 
Some also suggest they may have returned to the US under new names. 
To this day there remain classified US government documents concerning Earhart and her disappearance. 

�Legacy 
Amelia Earhart was a widely-known celebrity during her lifetime. Her shyly charismatic appeal, 
independence, persistence, coolness under pressure, courage and goal-oriented career along with the 
mysterious circumstances of her disappearance have driven her lasting fame in popular culture. Hundreds of 
books have been written about her life, which is often cited as a motivational tale, especially for girls. 
Earhart is generally regarded as a feminist icon who blazed a trail of achievement for generations of women 
who came after her.  In �1942�, a �United States� �Liberty ship� named the �SS Amelia Earhart� was launched. It 
was wrecked in �1948�.  She was inducted in the �Motorsports Hall of Fame of America� in 1992. 
��Books by Earhart 
1977 reprint of Earhart's book, The Fun of It. 
Amelia Earhart was an accomplished and articulate writer who served as aviation editor for �Cosmopolitan 
times� magazine from 1928 to 1930. She wrote numerous magazine articles and essays, and published two 
books based upon her experiences as a flyer during her lifetime: 

·  20 Hrs., 40 Min. was her journal of her 1928 flight across the Atlantic as a passenger (making her 
the first woman to make such a journey).  

·  The Fun of It was a memoir of her flying experiences, as well as an essay on women in aviation.  

A third book credited to Earhart, Last Flight, was published following her disappearance and featured 
journal entries she made in the weeks prior to her final departure from New Guinea. Compiled by Putnam 
himself, historians have cast doubt upon how much of the book was actually Earhart's original work and 
how much had been embellished by Putnam. 
��Fiction by other authors 
�Spoiler warning�: Plot and/or ending details follow. 
The romantic, tragic and mysterious story of Amelia Earhart has spurred the imaginations of many writers. 
Stories featuring her have ranged from straightforward biographies to true flights of fantasy. For example: 



·  I Was Amelia Earhart is a faux autobiography by �Jane Mendelsohn� in which "Earhart" tells the story 
of what happened to her in 1937, complete with heavy doses of romance with her navigator.  

·  Flying Blind by �Max Allan Collins� is a detective novel in which the intrepid �Nathan Heller� is hired 
to be a bodyguard for Amelia Earhart. Before long they become lovers, and later Heller helps her to 
try to escape from the Japanese following her ill-fated flight.  

·  The �Star Trek: Voyager� episode, "�The 37s�", suggests that Earhart and Noonan were kidnapped by 
aliens in 1937 and taken to the �Delta Quadrant�, where they were found by Captain �Kathryn Janeway� 
but chose to remain on the far side of the galaxy instead of returning to Earth. (Star Trek also 
established that one of �Starfleet�'s main �space stations� is named after Earhart.)  

·  The 1943 �Rosalind Russell� film �Flight for Freedom� was a fictionalized treatment of Earhart's life, 
with a heavy dose of �Hollywood� �World War II� propaganda.  

·  A 1976 television bio project titled Amelia Earhart included flying by Hollywood stunt pilot �Frank 
Tallman� whose late partner in Tallmantz Aviation, �Paul Mantz�, had tutored Earhart in the 1930s.  

�	�Urban legends 
 

During the decades since her disappearance many rumours and �urban legends� have circulated (and often 
been published) about what might have happened to Earhart and Noonan. Some have claimed Earhart was 
captured in the �South Pacific Mandate� area by the �Japanese� and interned for a number of years before either 
perishing or being executed. This story originated when a man, then 15, claimed he had been toying with his 
radio and a woman came upon the speaker, claiming to be Amelia Earhart. There was then a scream and the 
woman said Japanese soldiers had entered the plane, she begging them not to hurt her. Then the 
transmission went dead. 
 
In another account, natives of �Saipan� in the �Northern Mariana Islands� claim that Earhart and Noonan were 
captured and executed when their plane crashed in the archipelago while it was under Japanese occupation. 
The account was recreated for the �American� television series �Unsolved Mysteries�, however, there is little 
evidence that this really occurred. 
 
Purported photographs of Earhart during her captivity have been identified as having been taken before her 
final flight. A fictional �World War II� era movie called �Flight for Freedom� starring �Rosalind Russell� and 
�Fred MacMurray� is often cited as the most likely source of a popular �myth� that Earhart was a �spy�.   
 
Some researchers have noted the possibility that for wartime �propaganda� purposes, the US government may 
have tacitly encouraged (or was indifferent to) false rumours that Earhart had been captured by the 
Japanese. 
 
An archaeological dig on �Tinian� in 2004 failed to turn up any bones at a location rumored since the close of 
�World War II� to be the aviators' grave. 
 
Another rumor was that Earhart had been forced to make propaganda radio broadcasts as one of the many 
women known as �Tokyo Rose� (according to several biographies of Earhart, George Putnam investigated 
this rumor personally, but after listening to recordings of numerous Tokyo Roses, was unable to recognize 
her voice among them). 
 
Others have suggested Earhart later managed to return to America where she changed her name and lived 
out her life quietly, while still others blame her disappearance on �Unidentified Flying Objects� (the 
aforementioned �Star Trek� episode was based upon the UFO myth). There is no evidence to support any of 
these suggestions, which have all been dismissed by serious historians. 
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NAME: Phoebe Ann Oakley Mozee. She was named Phoebe Ann by her mother, but called 
Annie by her sisters. Annie promoted the Mozee spelling of the family name. While it has been 
variously recorded as Mauzy and Moses, Mosey is the version most commonly found in family 
sources. She took the stage name Oakley, reportedly after Oakley, Ohio.  

BIRTH DATE: Aug. 13, 1860.  

BIRTHPLACE: Patterson Township, Darke County, Ohio.  

EDUCATION: Annie did not attend school.  

FAMILY BACKGROUND: Quaker parents Jacob and Susan were originally from Pennsylvania. 
After a tavern fire ended their livelihood as innkeepers, they moved to a rented farm in Ohio. 
Father, who had fought in the War of 1812, died in 1866 from pneumonia and overexposure in 
freezing weather. Annie was the fifth of seven children. Her mother remarried, had another child 
and was widowed a second time. During this time Annie was put in the care of the superintendent 
of the county poor farm, where she learned to embroider and sew. She spent some time in near 
servitude for a local family where she met with mental and physical abuse. When she reunited 
with her family, her mother had married a third time.  

DESCRIPTION OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Whether it be a pistol, rifle, or shotgun, the 
legendary markswoman Annie Oakley was masterful with them all. Dubbed "Little Sure Shot" by 
Chief Sitting Bull (she was 5 feet tall), her sharp shooting in Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show won her 
many awards and captivated audiences far and wide. Her name remains synonymous with 
firearms and entertainment.  

Born in a log cabin on the Ohio frontier, Annie Oakley began shooting game at age nine to 
support her widowed mother and siblings. She quickly proved to be a dead shot and word spread 
so much that at age sixteen, Annie went to Cincinnati to enter a shooting contest with Frank E. 
Butler (1850-1926), an accomplished marksman who performed in vaudeville. Annie won the 
match by one point and she won Frank Butler's heart as well. Some time later they were married 
and she became his assistant in his traveling shooting act. Frank recognized that Annie was far 
more talented and relinquished the limelight to her, becoming her assistant and personal 
manager. In 1885 they joined Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show, run by the legendary frontiersman 
and showman Buffalo Bill Cody.  

For seventeen years Annie Oakley was the Wild West Show's star attraction with her marvelous 
shooting feats. At 90 feet Annie could shoot a dime tossed in midair. In one day with a .22 rifle she 
shot 4,472 of 5,000 glass balls tossed in midair. With the thin edge of a playing card facing her at 
90 feet, Annie could hit the card and puncture it with with five or six more shots as it settled to the 
ground. It was from this that free tickets with holes punched in them came to be called "Annie 
Oakleys." Shooting the ashes off a cigarette held in Frank's mouth was part of the Butler and 
Oakley act. In a celebrated event while touring in Europe, Wilhelm, Crown Prince of Germany, 
invited Annie to shoot a cigarette held in his own lips. Annie had Wilhelm hold the cigarette in his 



hand and not his mouth; she accomplished this challenge, as always effortlessly. In this period 
Annie Oakley was easily recognizable by the numerous shooting medals that adorned her chest.  

In a train wreck in 1901, Annie suffered a spinal injury that required five operations and even left 
her partially paralyzed for a while. Although she recovered very well, Annie toured less frequently 
during the latter part of her career. Nonetheless, her shooting expertise did not wane and she 
continued to set records. In a shooting contest in Pinehurst, N.C. in 1922, sixty-two-year-old Annie 
hit 100 clay targets straight from the 16 yard mark.  

Annie Oakley died of pernicious anemia on Nov. 3, 1926, in Greenville, Ohio, at the age of sixty-
six. A legend in her own time, the remarkable life of Annie Oakley would be celebrated in the 1946 
Herbert and Dorothy Fields musical Annie Get Your Gun.  

In her life, Annie overcame poverty, mistreatment and physical injury with her determination and 
strength of character. She played a role in breaking barriers for women with her talent and 
accomplishments in her sport. She showed great compassion and generosity to orphans, widows 
and other young women.  

DATE OF DEATH: Nov. 3, 1926, age 66.  

PLACE OF DEATH: Greenville, Ohio.  

RECOMMENDED READING:  

Kasper, Shirl. Annie Oakley. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. 
Riley, Glenda. The Life and Legacy of Annie Oakley. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 
1994. 
Macy, Sue. Bull's-Eye: A Photobiography of Annie Oakley. National Geographic Society, 2001.  

 

���Rosa Parks 
 

Rosa Louise Parks has been called the "Mother of the Modern-Day Civil Rights Movement." By 
not giving up her seat to a white passenger on a city bus, Rosa Parks started a protest that was 
felt throughout the United States. Her quiet, courageous act changed America and redirected the 
course of history.  

Name: Rosa Louise McCauley Parks  

Birth: February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama, to James and Leona McCauley  

Childhood: Grew up on a small farm with her brother, mother, and grandparents.  

Childhood Fears: Hearing the Ku Klux Klan ride at night, listening to lynchings, and being afraid 
the house would burn down.  

School: Attended a school for African-American children. The old, one-room schoolhouse was 
only open five months a year and just went up to sixth grade. In 1924, at age 11, she was sent to 
Montgomery to continue her studies. Five years later, she left school in order to care for her sick 
grandmother, and later, her mother.  



Marriage/Young Adult Years: 
Married barber and civil rights activist Raymond Parks in 1932. With Raymond's support, Rosa 
finally graduated from high school in 1934. Together, they worked for the Montgomery chapter of 
the ��National Association for the Advancement of Colored People�� (NAACP).  

Jobs: 
 
1930s - 1955: Seamstress  

1943: Appointed secretary of the NAACP's Montgomery branch and later its youth leader.  

1965 - 1988: Worked as a receptionist and office assistant for John Conyers, an African-American 
congressman. Part of her job involved helping homeless people get housing.  

1987 - Present: Established the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-Development. Its 
ongoing mission is to motivate and direct youth to achieve their highest potential.  

Greatest Achievement: Sparking the modern civil rights movement in the United States by 
refusing to give up her bus seat to a white passenger. Rosa Parks's arrest for breaking 
Montgomery segregation laws started a boycott of the city bus line that lasted 381 days. This 
eventually led to the 1956 Supreme Court ruling declaring segregation illegal on public buses.  

Later Adult Years: After moving to Michigan in 1957, Rosa Parks continued the fight for equal 
rights and treatment for African Americans. On several occasions, Mrs. Parks returned to 
Montgomery to support Dr. King in demonstrations and civil rights marches.  

Awards: Over the years, Rosa Parks has received hundreds of awards and honors, including the 
Medal of Freedom Award, presented by President Clinton in 1996. 

 

��HELEN KELLER 

�Born in 1880 - Died in 1968  

 
 
Helen Keller at the age of 19 months,(not quite 2 years old) was a happy, healthy child. She was already 
saying a few words.  
 
Then she had a high fever which caused her to become deaf and blind. No longer could she see nor hear. 
She felt lost. She would hang on to her mother's skirt to get around. She would feel of people's hands to try 
to find out what they were doing. She learned to do many things this way. She learned to milk a cow and 
knead the bread dough. 
 
She could recognize people by feeling of their faces or their clothes. 
 
She made up signs with her hands so she could "talk" to her family. She had 60 different signs. If she 
wanted bread, she pretended to be cutting a loaf. If she wanted ice cream, she would hug her shoulders and 
shiver. 
 
Helen was a very bright child. She became very frustrated * because she couldn't talk. She became very 
angry and began to throw temper tantrums * . The family knew they had to do something to help her. 
 



They found a teacher named Anne Sullivan. Miss Sullivan herself had been blind, but had an operation and 
regained her sight. She understood what Helen was feeling. 
 
She taught Helen the signs for the letters of the alphabet. Then she would "spell" the words in Helen's hand 
to communicate * with her.  
 
One day Anne led Helen to the water pump and pumped water on her hand. She spelled the letters W-A-T-
E-R as the water ran over Helen's hand. She did this over and over again. At last it dawned on Helen that the 
word "water" meant the water which she felt pouring over her hand. This opened up a whole new world for 
her. She ran everywhere asking Anne the name of different things and Anne would spell the words in her 
hand. This was the key which unlocked the world for her. 
 
She eventually stopped having the tantrums. Anne taught her for years. Helen learned to read Braille * . 
This was a system of raised dots representing letters. A blind person could read by feeling of the dots. 
 
When she went to college, her teacher Anne went with her and tapped out the words of the instructors into 
her student's hand.  
 
Helen had an amazing memory, and she also had skills very few people have ever been able to develop. She 
could put her fingers to a person's lips and understand the words which were being spoken. 
 
While she was in college she wrote her book called "The Story of My Life". With the money she earned 
from the book she was able to buy a house. 
 
She became famous and traveled around the world speaking to groups of people. She met many important 
and well-known people as she traveled. 
 
Helen Keller was successful because of her determination. However, many people helped her. The most 
important person in her life was Anne Sullivan who stayed with her for 50 years. 
 
 
 

Sally Ride: 
 
Sally Kristen Ride ( May 26, 1951- ) was the first American woman in space. Dr. Ride's first trip into space 
was aboard NASA's space shuttle Challenger (STS-7) in 1983 (June 18-June 24).  

Ride was born in Encino, a city in southern California, USA. When she was in her twenties and working 
towards a Ph.D. in astrophysics at Stanford University, Ride applied to be an astronaut at NASA. She was 
accepted in 1977, and began NASA's extensive training, which included parachuting, gravity and 
weightlessness training, water survival training, radio communications, and navigation.  

Before traveling in space, Dr. Ride worked as the capsule communicatory (CAPCOM) officer for the 
second and third flights of the space shuttle Columbia (in November 1981 and March 1982). Her 
Earthbound job was to relay radio messages from the shuttle crews to mission control.  

On June 18, 1983, Ride became the first American woman to travel in space. She flew aboard the shuttle 
Challenger (STS-7). Her second (and last) space flight was the eight-day Challenger (STS 41-G) mission (in 
October, 1984). Both missions were commanded by Captain Robert Crippen.  



Ride was training for a third mission when the space shuttle Challenger exploded in 1986. Ride's mission 
was cancelled, and Ride was appointed to the Presidential Commission that investigated the cause of the 
accident.  

Ride retired from the space program in 1987. She is now a professor of physics at University of California, 
San Diego.  

Ride has written three books: "To Space and Back," "Voyager: An Adventure to the Edge of The Solar 
System," and "The Third Planet: Exploring The Earth From Space."  
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Born:  1596 (exact date uncertain) 
Died:  March (exact date uncertain) 1617  

Pocahontas was the daughter of Powhatan, an important chief of the Algonquian Indians (the 
Powhatans) who lived in the Virginia region. Her real name was "Matoaka." "Pocahontas" was a 
nickname meaning "playful" or "mischievous one." Pocahontas is most famous for reportedly 
saving the life of English Captain John Smith. Throughout her short life (she died at the age of 
22), however, she was important in other ways as well. Pocahontas tried to promote peace 
between the Powhatans and the English colonists. She even converted to Christianity and married 
John Rolfe, a Jamestown colonist, a union which helped bring the two groups together. Her 
untimely death in England hurt the chance for continued peace in Virginia between the 
Algonquians and the colonists. ��
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World-renowned, respected, and admired, Eleanor Roosevelt made many lasting and meaningful contributions to the 
welfare of mankind which have stood the rigorous test of time. Her humanitarian efforts on behalf of children, the 
oppressed and the poor earned her the love of millions throughout the world. She was, as President Truman said, 
"First Lady of the World."  

Her entire life was dedicated to others, even in the face of serious setbacks. When her husband's promising career 
seemed doomed by the crippling effects of polio, her help and encouragement gave him the will to persevere that 
eventually brought him to the Presidency of the United States.  

Both in private and public life, Mrs. Roosevelt manifested an unequaled concern for others. She taught at a school 
she had set up for poor children, ran a factory for the jobless and was an ardent advocate of equal rights--when that 
was an unpopular stand to take.  

As First Lady, Mrs. Roosevelt was an energetic and outspoken representative of the needs of people suffering from 
the Great Depression. Many of her ideas were incorporated into the New Deal Social Welfare Program.  

During World War 11, she expanded her activities to the world stage, working at the United Nations to help found 
UNICEF and establish the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Later, she was named chairman of the Human 
Rights Commission and, at age 61, was asked to serve as a delegate to the first meeting of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations.  

Eleanor Roosevelt was quoted as saying "You get more joy out of the giving to others, and should put a good deal of 
thought into the happiness you are able to give."  



Eleanor Roosevelt is truly a paragon of greatness.  

 

���Wilma Rudolph 
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Wilma Rudolph was the first American woman runner to win three gold medals in the Olympic games. Her 
performance was all the more remarkable in light of the fact that she had double pneumonia and scarlet 
fever as a young child and could not walk without braces until age 11.  

Rudolph was born on June 23, 1940, in St. Bethlehem, Tennessee, the 17th of 19 children, and soon moved 
with her family to Clarksville. At an early age, she survived polio and scarlet fever, only to be left with the 
use of one leg. Through daily leg massages administered in turn by different members of her family, she 
progressed to the point where she was able walk only with the aid of a special shoe. Three years later, 
however, she discarded the shoe, and began joining her brother in backyard basketball games. At Burt High 
School in Clarksville, while a sophomore, Rudolph broke the state basketball record for girls. As a sprinter, 
she was undefeated in all of her high school track meets.  

In 1957, Rudolph enrolled at Tennessee State University and began setting her sights for the Olympic 
games in Rome. In the interim, she gained national recognition in collegiate meets, setting the world record 
for 2000 meters in July of 1960. In the Olympics, she earned the title of the "World's Fastest Woman" by 
winning gold medals for the 100-meter dash, the 200-meter dash (Olympic record), and for anchoring the 
400-meter relay (world record). She was named by the Associated Press as the U.S. Female Athlete of the 
Year for 1960, and also won United Press Athlete of the Year honors.  

Rudolph served as a track coach, an athletic consultant, and assistant director of athletics for the Mayor's 
Youth Foundation in Chicago. She was also the founder of the Wilma Rudolph Foundation. Rudolph, a 
noted goodwill ambassador, was also a talk show hostess and active on the lecture circuit. On November 12, 
1994, Wilma Rudolph died at her home in Brentwood, Tennessee of a malignant brain tumor.��
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Ann Hasseltine Judson and her husband Adoniram Judson, were the first Americans to establish a mission 
in the Far East . More than a missionary’s wife, Ann herself felt the call to the mission field before marrying 
Mr. Judson. She gave her life to God for service wherever He might call her. ��
   ��



Ann Hasseltine was born in Bradford , Massachusetts in 1789. As a young girl she spent much of her time 
reading religious books and praying. Ann was a part of the New England religious revival of 1806 and at 
this time she resolved to devote her life to God. She prayed, “Direct me in Thy service, and I ask no more. I 
would not choose my position of work, or place of labor. Only let me know Thy will, and I will readily 
comply.” (Deen, Great Women, p. 171). ��
   ��
Ann studied at the Bradford Academy and began teaching when she was eighteen years old. At 21 she met 
Adoniram Judson who was a Congregational minister at the time at a Missions meeting that was held in her 
home, hosted by her father, John, who was a deacon. They were soon engaged and they were married on 
February 5, 1812 . The next day they set sail for India on the “ Caravan” . The voyage took four months and 
they arrived in Calcutta , India on June 18. ��
  ��
During the voyage both Ann and Adoniram read “ Lives of the Martyrs and Saints,” along with several 
books on baptism and upon their arrival they joined the Baptist Church and they were baptized by 
immersion in a Calcutta chapel. They wrote home about their change in conviction, which caused some 
criticism, but good came from this change also. The Judsons were instrumental in the awakening of Baptist 
church in America to their duty to carry on foreign mission work. Due to their influence, the Baptist General 
Convention in Philadelphia was formed in 1814, which appointed the Judsons as Baptist missionaries with 
freedom to select their own field of labor. ��
  ��
Shortly after they arrived in India , they were ordered by the government to return to America , so the 
Judsons moved their missionary work to Burma , located between India and China . They settled in Ragoon, 
the principle seaport of Burma and began learning the language. They quickly realized that it would be very 
difficult to preach Christianity in a language lacking the words God, Heaven, and Eternity, but nevertheless 
they proceeded to translate the Scriptures into the Burmese language. They began with the book of Jonah, 
which was especially attractive to the Burmese mind. ��
  ��
Ann soon adopted the Burmese dress with its light tunic of bright-colored gauze and a skirt of bright silk, 
slit at the ankle. A dedicated missionary, Ann formed a society of native women who met together on 
Sundays to pray and read the Scriptures and conducted classes for women. Her greatest contribution to the 
cause of women and missions was her inspirational writing. She wrote enthralling stories of life on the 
mission field and the struggles she faced, predominantly when her husband was confined to Burmese prison 
for nearly two years. She also wrote also wrote tragic descriptions of child marriages, female infanticide, 
and the trials of the Burmese women who had virtually no rights except what rights their husbands allowed 
them. Ann felt that even worse than the ill treatment of women was their ignorance. Burmese women were 
not taught and they spent their days in idleness. She worked to remedy this situation and enlisted the help of 
women back home. ��
  ��
As with most women missionaries, Ann suffered from poor health on the mission field. She served for 
thirteen years in Burma before she died at the age of 37 on October 24, 1826 . She was buried at Amherst 
under a tree while her Burmese converts wept over her grave. In the decades after her death numerous 
biographies and biographical sketches were written about Ann and she became a role model for all Christian 
young women.��
 
 
 
 


